
CREATIVE WRITING BA THESIS TIMELINE 2026–27 

SPRING 2026 

Goals: 

• Declare your intent to complete a thesis. 

• Develop and submit your thesis proposal. 

• Build a summer reading list and prepare for summer research and drafting.  

Key Deadlines: 

• Monday, 4/6: If you plan to graduate in Autumn or Winter, confirm with the Student 

Affairs Administrator as soon as possible. 

• Monday, 4/13 and Thursday, 4/16: Information Sessions to discuss the preliminary BA 

proposal and strategies for drawing up a summer reading list. 

• Friday, 5/8: Thesis proposals due to the Student Affairs Administrator. 

• By 6/30: You will be contacted by the Program in Creative Writing regarding compiling a 

reading list for summer research. 

 

SUMMER 2026 

Goals: 

• Complete your summer reading list. 

• Draft a rough outline of your thesis project. 

• Begin drafting or revising your thesis project.  

 

AUTUMN 2026 

Goals: 

• Meet with your preceptor twice for a check-in. 

• Continue drafting your thesis project in consultation with your preceptor. 

• Submit annotated bibliography to your preceptor. 

Key Deadlines: 

• By Friday, 10/9 (the end of Week 2): Check-in meeting with your preceptor. 

• Friday, 10/30 (Week 5): Submit about 25% of a thesis draft to your preceptor.  



• 11/2-11/13 (Weeks 6 & 7): Receive written feedback on your draft and meet with your 

preceptor to discuss revision process.   

• Monday, 11/16 (Week 8): Pre-register for the Winter Quarter Thesis Workshop.  

• Monday, 11/30 (Week 9): Submit completed annotated bibliography to your preceptor.  

 

WINTER 2027 

Goals: 

• Continue drafting and workshopping your thesis. 

• Meet at least once with your preceptor. 

Key Deadlines: 

• Monday, 1/4 (start of Winter Quarter): Have at least 50% of a draft of your thesis project 

completed.  

• By the end of Winter Quarter (exact date provided by your thesis advisor): Submit a 

complete semi-final draft of your thesis to your faculty advisor and preceptor. 

 

SPRING 2027 

Goals: 

• Revise toward a polished final draft. 

• Meet with your thesis advisor to discuss feedback. 

• Celebrate at the Thesis Reading & Reception. 

Key Deadlines: 

• By Monday, 3/22 (the start of Spring Quarter): Receive feedback from preceptors on the 

semi-final draft. 

• 3/22 – 3/26 (Week 1): Meet with thesis advisor to discuss the semi-final draft and check in 

on revision process. 

• Monday, 4/5 (Week 3): Submit the final draft of the thesis via email to your thesis advisor, 

preceptor, and Student Affairs Administrator, Matthew Hawkins.  

• TBA: Creative Writing BA Thesis Reading & Reception. 

• Before the end of the quarter: Notified about Honors decisions. 

 



CREATIVE WRITING BA THESIS GUIDELINES 2026-27 

LENGTH 

• Fiction: 15 to 30 pages of short stories or an excerpt from a longer work 

• Nonfiction: 15 to 30 pages essays or an excerpt from a longer work 

• Poetry: 10–15 poems depending on length   

*Refer to the guidelines discussed by your Faculty Advisor in your Winter Quarter Thesis Workshop for definitive 

guidance on page count. 

 

FORMATTING 

• Projects should be typed, double-spaced (except for poetry), and contain page numbers in 

the top right corner.    

• If you are including more than one piece, please include a brief table of contents   

• Include a cover page that contains the title of your project, your name, your advisor’s name, 

the date, and a note indicating that your work is a thesis project. (Example below)  

• The final draft of the thesis should be submitted as a pdf.  

• Editing and polish is essential for all projects.  

 

COVER PAGE EXAMPLE 

 

Title of Project 

By _____ 

 

[A poetry portfolio/two essays/an extract from a novel/etc.]  

Submitted to the Program in Creative Writing 

University of Chicago 

In Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements 

for the Degree of Bachelor of Arts 

[Date] 

Advisor: ____ 


